Physical Intervention – Youth Players
An early draft of the RFU Safeguarding guidelines, for implementation ahead of season 2010-11, currently includes the following statement:
Intervention
The incidence of adults intervening in issues related to the discipline of children on the playing or training field has increased over the last few years. The RFU takes a very clear stance on this matter.
Discipline on the field of play is the immediate responsibility of the referee and the players. Coaches and team managers must always promote good discipline amongst their players, in accordance with the RFU Code of Conduct, both on and off the field of play. In the event that players choose not to uphold the Code of Conduct and engage in physical aggression in contravention of the laws and spirit of rugby union then it is initially the sole responsibility of the referee to address these issues in a non-physical manner.
Physical intervention by an adult (including coach, manager, spectator or referee) in the event of physical or verbal aggression between two or more players on the field of play is not recommended. Any such intervention or intentional physical contact between an adult and a child can be viewed as physical assault and may be considered a criminal offence. It may also be considered a breach of the RFU regulations with charges being brought against any individual involved.
In order to ensure ‘refereeing’ is in a position to influence these guidelines prior to their implementation, I would ask you to provide feedback to John Voss (CSRR TDO) prior to 06 May 2008.  This will allow JV to feed the information back to the RFU.
Please note that these guidelines remain in draft format only at this stage.
 

